English 7
Ms. Bottle
sbottle@pvcp.org
 

602.992.8140  ext. 7301


Welcome to 7th Grade Language Arts, a course that will introduce you to literary arts and hone your grammar and vocabulary skills!  We have a busy year ahead of us of, one filled with wonderful novels to read, analyze, and enjoy, and activities that will increase your spoken and written fluency in English.  Here are some of the items you need to know to help make this year a successful one.  
This Year’s Books

· Novel Studies:

· The Hobbit – J.R.R. Tolkien

· Animal Farm – George Orwell

· Lord of the Flies - William Golding

· The Old Man and the Sea – Ernest Hemingway

· To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee

· A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens

· The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe – C.S. Lewis

We will be annotating novels as we read.  
· Textbooks

· Writing and Grammar: Prentice Hall  (keep covered)
· Vocabulary Workshop, Level B: Sadlier-Oxford

· Literature: Prentice Hall

· Junior High Writing Handbook (given out at the beginning of the year)

Materials

· Bring a blue or black pen, as well as a red pen, to class. Colored pencils are optional as they will be used on occasion.
· CHECK “What to bring…” in my window to be fully prepared for class.
· Your class folder should be a 1” three-ring binder.  Include dividers for:

1. Notes/extra paper
2. Free Write

3. Writing (current assignment and graded essays)

4. Graded Work (other than writing)

5. Archive items (we will go over this each quarter)

Formal Written Assignments

When an essay or typed paper is due in English class, bring it to class typed, printed, and stapled.  Late papers will be deducted by 10% per day.  Consult the J.H. Writing Handbook for other details on expectations.
How your paper should look (see the template handed out in class and on the board):

· MLA format

· Type in 12 pt. Times New Roman font

· Include a creative and original title (centered at top of page)
· Use only 8 ½ x 11” paper
· Margins should be set at 1”

· Staple together

Grading
This class is a True Points system. There will be minimal, if any extra credit so be sure to turn in items on time! A 10% deduction will be taken each day, up to seven days for each day the assignment is late.

AR Requirement

Students are required to take an AR test on each novel we read/discuss in class. Any additional reading a student does on his/her own will be extra credit up to and not beyond 20 points.
Help Class

If at any time you have a question or concern about your grade, I am available to help you any time after class and during the set Help Class time.  This year, my HELP Class is available on:
WEDNESDAYS 3:15-4:00
Absence Procedure
· You have two days per one absent day to make up missed work.

· If you are absent, check with a friend to see what was missed in class.  Pick up missed worksheets from the file and copy any notes you missed from a friend. Come to me immediately afterwards to make sure you have all necessary information and supplies.

· It’s your responsibility to make up and turn in any missed work.

· I will be glad to work with you before school on any missed assignments.  

· Tests will be announced several days in advance.  If you miss class the day before a test, you will still be required to take the test on the day it is assigned.  

· If you do miss a test, you must make arrangements to take it during recess, homework help, or after school within the time limit specified for absentee works.

· I will not chase you down for missed work.  If it is not completed, you will receive a zero and your parents will be contacted.

Classroom Rules and Procedures

· Silent entry must be observed each class period. Start seatwork ASAP.
· Be on time for class.  If you are tardy, bring a pass from your previous location.

· Come prepared.

· Be in uniform.  Keep shirts tucked in, hats off in the classroom.

· Listen for instructions.

· Feel free to do anything that doesn’t cause a problem for anyone else.

· If you do cause a problem, I will ask you to solve it.  

· If at any time you feel that something is unfair, you may approach me after class.

· Use the restroom and visit your locker between classes.  Do not ask to use the bathroom in my class unless it is an emergency.
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” Galatians 6:9
