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Paradise Valley Christian College Preparatory
Welcome to 6th Grade Language Arts – Grammar & Writing
Ms. Shelley Bottle 
602-992-8140 ext. 7301
sbottle@pvcp.org
I’m so ecstatic to be part of the PVCP family for my seventh year!  I have a Bachelor of Arts in Communication from Arizona State University and a Master of Arts in Education from University of Phoenix. I have taught Pre-K and was a sub for six years until most recently when I taught 4th grade at SCA for five years. God’s direction has brought me to this incredible Christian school.  I have a passion for students and relish watching them grow not only academically, but spiritually as well! I do have high expectations for my students, but not impossible ones!  I want to create deep thinkers which is why I will not always answer particular questions, but instead direct them to it!  I also believe that it’s not, “Are you smart,” but rather, “How are you smart”!  I’m huge on the multiple intelligences. These are the eight different ways we learn. I will incorporate all of the intelligences weekly into my teaching.
On a more personal note, I have three beautiful children: Blake graduated from Arizona State University with a degree in Political Science and a minor in History. He is currently working in Alaska. Drew is a junior at Barrett, The Honor College at ASU studying Applied Biological Sciences/Pre-Med, and Brooke is a senior in high school.  I love family time with my children which is why I will also value your family time as well!!  I enjoy sports (especially football), the mountains where I hike and fish, movies, games, scrapbooking, just to name a few(.  I am originally from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (hence all the Steelers’ items in my room….yes, I like the Cardinals too just not when they are playing my team(). I moved to Arizona at the start of my 8th grade year. 
I love any type of communication, so please don’t hesitate to reach me for any reason.  Unless a message is left late on a Friday, I will get back to you in a timely manner. I believe the communication between parent and teacher is vital!  If I feel the need to call you about any concerns, I will not hesitate.  On the flip side, I will also call when I feel the urgency to personally praise your child!!

HELP SESSIONS: Wednesdays from 3:15 – 4:00

SPIRITUAL THEME FOR 2017-2018 Rooted and Established in the Faith  “Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.” Col 2:6-8
Classroom Set-up:

Students this year will have more than one binder. Each subject will be colored coded: Language is orange, Math is white, Bible is red, Science is green, and History is Black (students don’t need the History binder until second semester).  Students were given written instructions on how to set up his/her binder and how it will be graded. We will have 2-4 random binder checks each quarter. Our class has a special area in the classroom for all daily handouts. This is used for when a student is absent or needs another copy of a handout.  Students are responsible to find out what was missed if they are absent.  I suggest each student have an “absent buddy” to help with getting notes that were missed and any other details.  I am happy to provide a progress report if asked. Planners will be used daily to record homework and other important details.

The focus of Language Arts in my classroom will be grammar and writing:

1. Grammar – Shurley English is our grammar textbook. Students will be learning elements of grammar and language through the use of jingles; yes, you heard me. Do you remember School House Rocks (?? They will also have a workbook where they will be practicing learned skills for maintenance. In addition, we will use games as a way of learning English grammar.

2. Writing – Using Excellence in Writing, students will learn to proceed through the writing process. Students will be writing narrative stories, reports, creative writing, and essays emphasizing proper sentence and paragraph structure.  We will be doing a lot of writing that ranges from one paragraph essays to major literature book reports. Most writing assignments will be completed in class.  Students will learn to annotate reading books which is required in the middle school. Cornell notes will be a requirement from this point on and we will be developing this skill in class.
Late Work will receive 10% off each day (this is after it is graded)
Daily requirements will be seen on my door each morning.  They may include:
· Planner

· Orange binder, paper, pens, pencils, and eraser

· Notebook paper

· Textbooks/workbooks

· AR book – ALWAYS!!

· Homework (to be turned in at the beginning of class)

My Expectations:

· Come prepared and organized for class.  Leave all bad attitudes at the door (
· Come ready to do YOUR best!
· Respect yourself and everyone in the classroom

· You will not interrupt me or any classmates when talking. 
Discipline/Behavior and other Policies:
· Planners are designed to be used daily for students’ homework and due dates.  I would suggest planners be checked daily by parents along with assignments due and ones already completed.

· Consequences may be given for various infractions in addition to missed work and record of assignments.  These infractions may consist of uniform violation, unexcused tardy, behavioral correction (after warning), or coming to class unprepared. Check marks will no longer be used, instead participation points will be given each day and the amount given will be based on the items mentioned above.
· Missing assignments will be marked in the planner. After three missing assignments in one subject area, the student will have an academic detention. 

· Homework and project dates can be found on Info Direct.

I am looking forward to a year full of God’s blessings and growth from each student!  They are precious gifts from God and I will take good care of them(.

Many Blessings,

Ms. Shelley Bottle
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THE NEXT PAGE
[image: image2.jpg]


    8th Grade English Syllabus
Ms. Shelley Bottle
This is my acknowledgement that I have read the 8th grade English syllabus. I understand that it is my responsibility to abide by these rules and expectations. If I have any question(s) I will seek out Ms. Bottle to answer them and also to express any concerns I may have (Matthew 18). 

__________________________________    
________

Student Signature






Date

I have read my child’s 8th grade English syllabus with him/her to understand what will be expected in this class during the 2017-2018 school year at PVCP.  If I have any question(s) or concerns, I will contact Ms. Bottle directly to clarify them.
__________________________________    
________

Parent Signature






Date

